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In this issue…
p. 2: Karen Orso shares a lovely assortment of Calaveras and Amador County wildflowers that she
found blooming on June 13 and 16.
p. 3: Your Editor shares four belly flowers that were blooming near the top of the Snow Creek trail
at the east end of Yosemite Valley on June 9 (before the brutal heat wave). Three of the belly flowers
appear in the foreground of the above photograph, which was taken at the overlook. Snow Creek,
which originates at May Lake, starts its steep descent to the Valley floor just to the left of this frame.
p. 4: Answers to the May Hite Cove Wildflower Puzzle.
NOTE: I visited Hite Cove again in June but decided to hold off on preparing another puzzle until
all of the late blooming species have had their chance to appear. (Many late-blooming species that I
saw in 2019 have not appeared this year on account of the drought.)
If you change your mailing or e-mail address, please
inform Melissa Booher (ellenbooher@gmail.com) and/or
the CNPS state organization in Sacramento so that the
change(s) get recorded.
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An Assortment of June Wildflowers from
Calaveras & Amador Counties
by Karen Orso
(a) through (g) were photographed on June 13 at Esperanza Creek in Calaveras County. (h) and (i) were
photographed on June 16 in Amador County at 7,000–8,000 ft.
(Photos © Karen Orso)

(a) Calochortus venustus

(b) Calochortus superbus

(c) Brodiaea minor

(d) Perideridia bolanderi

(e) Epilobium densiflorum

(f) Collinsia tinctoria

(g) Scutellaria siphocampyloides (h) Anemone drummondii

(i) Lewisia kelloggii

Belly flowers of the Snow Creek Trail
by Doug Krajnovich
I took advantage of unseasonably cool weather on June 9 to ride YARTS into Yosemite Valley. Of the four main
trails leading out of the valley, the Snow Creek trail is by far the least crowded – partly because you have to walk 3
miles from the Ahwahnee just to get to the trailhead, and partly because the trail heads relentlessly uphill. There are
no level sections to speak of until you get to the top. On this busy day in June, I only saw four other day hikers, and
perhaps a dozen backpackers.
Since my visit preceded the brutal heat wave that brought temperatures in excess of 100°F to the Valley, the
wildflowers were doing well. From start to finish, I tallied six dozen species – including an improbable patch of
Nuphar polysepala growing in a circular depression in Cook Meadow. (I wonder how it got there?)
In this report I decided to highlight four belly flowers – small low-growing flowers that you have to get down on
your knees to see – and on your belly to really appreciate.   
(a) Skunky Monkeyflower (Diplacus mephiticus); (b) I think this is Hemizonella minima, but there are two other
species that look quite similar (Madia exigua and Jensia yosemitana); (c) Granite Phacelia (Phacelia quickii); (d)
Brewer’s Monkeyflower (Erythranthe breweri). (a), (b), (c) were all growing out of inch-deep granitic gravel at the
overlook. The dense yellow patch in the p. 1 photograph is practically pure mephiticus. This is the best display of
Skunky that I have ever seen. (b) and (c) were distributed less densely, but still in considerable numbers, over an
area the size of a football field. (d) was sparingly represented at a seep roughly 1 km before the trail tops out.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Answers to May Puzzle
NOTE: All except 62, 72, 74 are included in Yosemite Wildflowers by Judy & Barry Breckling.
54. Farewell-to-Spring (Clarkia dudleyana) in the Evening Primrose family (Onagraceae).
55. Purple Milkweed (Asclepias cordifolia) in the Dogbane family (Apocynaceae). [Milkweeds used to
have their own family (Asclepiadaceae); I still file mine under the old family name.]
56. California Grape (Vitis californica) in the Grape family (Vitaceae).
57. Golden Yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum) in the Sunflower family (Asteraceae).
58. Mock Orange (Philadelphus lewisii) in the Hydrangea family (Hydrangeaceae).
59. Fort Miller Clarkia (Clarkia williamsonii) in the Evening Primrose family (Onagraceae).
60. Yerba Santa (Eriodictyon californicum) in the Borage family (Boraginaceae).
61. Skullcap (Scutellaria siphocampyloides) in the Mint family (Lamiaceae).
62. Western Morning Glory (Calystegia occidentalis) in the Morning Glory family (Convolvulaceae).
63. Spicebush (Calycanthus occidentalis) in the Spicebush family (Calycanthaceae).
64. Straggling Gilia (Allophyllum divaricatum) in the Phlox family (Polemoniacea).
65. Chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum) in the Rose family (Rosaceae).
66. White Pitcher Sage (Lepechinia calycina) in the Mint family (Lamiaceae).
67. Butterfly Mariposa Lily (Calochortus venustus) in the Lily family (Liliaceae). Yellow Mariposa Lily
(C. superbus) looks similar except that it has a ∧-shaped nectary. I have never encountered superbus at
Hite Cove, even though it is common at other Sierra Foothills locations.
68. Elegant Clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata) in the Evening Primrose family (Onagraceae).
69. California Buckeye (Aesculus californica) in the Soapberry family (Sapindaceae).
70. Golden Eardrops (Ehrendorferia chrysantha) in the Poppy family (Papaveraceae).
71. Pink Spineflower (Chorizanthe membranacea) in the Buckwheat family (Polygonaceae).
72. Matilija Poppy (Romneya coulteri) in the Poppy family (Papaveraceae). This species has California
Rare Plant Rank 4.2 (Limited Distribution).
73. Purple Clarkia (Clarkia purpurea) in the Evening Primrose family (Onagraceae).
* 74. Wand Mullein (Verbascum virgatum) in the Snapdragon family (Scrophulariaceae). Non-Native.
75. California Milkweed (Asclepias californica) in the Dogbane family (Apocynaceae).
* 76. Klamath Weed (Hypericum perforatum) in the St. John's Wort family (Hypericaceae). Non-native.
77. Harvest Brodiaea (Brodiaea elegans ssp. elegans) in the Brodiaea family (Themidaceae).
78. Yawning Penstemon (Keckiella breviflora) in the Penstemon family (Plantaginaceae).
79. Hansen's Delphinium (Delphinium hansenii) in the Buttercup family (Ranunculaceae).
80. California Gaura (Clarkia heterandra) in the Evening Primrose family (Onagraceae).
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