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President’s Message
Greetings to all.

We are still looking for volunteers to
help with our Spring Plant Sale on
Saturday, April 21 from 9:00 AM to
1:00 PM in Rocca Park in downtown
Jamestown. Your board has purposely
scheduled this to coincide with the
statewide observance of California
Native Plant week which runs from
April 15 through the 22. Your contact
person to volunteer should be Barbara
Strother, 481-2326 our volunteer
coordinator.
Unfortunately the weather was
uncooperative for our Dragoon Gulch
field trip and it had to be cancelled. I
am looking into the possibility that I
will reschedule it for sometime later in
April. If you are interested, please get
in touch with me so that I can notify
you if we are going to try it again.
Our planning for our fall Growing
Natives Seminar is going to start soon
and we are looking for interested
people who would like to help with the
planning activities. On another

planning note, we have scheduled a
chapter planning meeting for
Thursday, July 5, starting at 6:00 PM
at the Tuolumne County Library, 480
Greenley Rd. in Sonora, to layout
events, programs, and other items for a
twelve month period. I would
encourage anyone wishing to
participate in this session to mark your
calendar and plan on attending.
I’ve had several opportunities to
check out different wildflower locations
and so far have found that most areas
seem to be a little late. One basaltic
vernal pool area had really great
displays of Glassy Onions (Allium
hyalinum) as well as the normally
expected plants. It has been nice to get
out between storms (rain and snow at
my elevation) and explore this spring’s
blooms. I suggest that all of you try
and do this in your area.
I look forward to seeing you at our
May meeting!

Membership:
If you change your mailing or e-mail address, be sure
to send a notice to these people ⇾
This will keep your newsletter on time!

CALENDAR

Thursday, May 3rd 6:00 pm
Board Meeting (all members welcome)
7:00 pm General Meeting. Location:
Tuolumne County Library, 480
Greenley Road, Sonora.
Refreshments will be served.
PROGRAM: TO BE ANNOUNCED
IN THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, ON
FACEBOOK AND ON TWITTER

SPRING PLANT SALE

SATURDAY,
APRIL 21

--Bob Brown, President

Jennie Haas
19287 James Circle
Groveland, 95321
jhaas953@gmail.com

California Native
Plant Society
Dedicated to the Preservation of
2707 K. St, Ste 1
California Native Flora.
Sacramento, CA 95816

FIELDTRIPS
For all field trips: bring lunch, water,
sunscreen and appropriate clothing and
footwear. Hiking level varies with each
trip. Your trip will be enhanced by
bringing field guides and magnifying
lenses, although these are optional.
Carpooling is encouraged. Call ahead if
the weather looks iffy. Check http://
www.twitter.com/SIE_CNPS for
updates. Our field trips are open to
everyone. Bring a friend or two. It is
Chapter policy that pets are not allowed
on our field trips. We would appreciate
everyone’s adherence to this policy.
If you would like to be on our field trip
alerts e-mail list, send an e-mail with the
subject line “Field Trip e-mail List” to
Jennie at jhaas953@gmail.com.
Our first field trip of the year was on
March 24th to Hunter Valley Mountain
Access Road in Mariposa County. While
it was a couple weeks too early to catch
the Sierra fawn lilies (Erythronium
multiscapideum), we caught the stinkbells
(Fritillaria agrestis) in full bloom. We also
saw Bolander’s mule’s ears (Wyethia
bolanderi) and Indian warriors (Pedicularis
densiflora) in bloom. Thank you to Peggy
Moore for a very enjoyable and
informative day.
The March 31st Dragoon Gulch field trip
was rained and snowed out. Trip leader
Bob Brown is considering rescheduling
the trip. If you are interested, contact
Bob at 209-928-9281 or
rbrown4674@aol.com.
April 28 – Preston Falls Trail,
Tuolumne Wild and Scenic River.
Leader: Jennie Haas. Hiking level:
moderate. The Preston Falls Trail offers
a pleasant hike through mid-elevation
yellow pine and riparian forests. Timed
to catch the spring wildflowers, we expect
to see Brodiaea species, Mariposa lilies
(Calochortus species) and more. Meet at
9:30 am at the library parking lot in
Groveland (next to Mary Lavaroni Park
on Main Street, Highway 120). Contact
Jennie for more info: 209-962-4759,
jhaas953@gmail.com.
May 12 – Confidence Trail. Leader:
Pat Stone. Hiking level: easy. This is an
old railroad grade with a variety of
vegetative communities and over 200
identified species. The trail is a gated
forest road that leads east all the way to
Lyons Dam. We’ll be walking 1.5 to2

Flowers Blooming This Month
I’m again featuring early blooming flowers
of the lower foothill elevations; and in particular,
I am going to be focusing on plants that are
found in or near basaltic vernal pools. The first
bloom of a delicate pink shade is that of the
Glassy Onion (Allium hyalinum) a member of the
onion family Alliaceae and was formerly
associated with the lily (Liliaceae) family. The
Sierra Mock Stonecrop
next bloom is one of the less common monkey
flowers and is the Tricolor Monkey flower (Mimulus tricolor). This multi shaded
purple bloom is quite distinctive with the three purple spots on the lower petals.
It has also had a change of family to the broomrape (Orobanchaceae) family from
the figwort Scrophulariaceae.
The location where I photographed this one had several hundred
blooming at the same time with some of the plants in more than an inch of
water. Our last bloom is that of the Sierra Mock Stonecrop (Sedella pumila) and
is a member of stonecrop (Crassulaceae) family. Its bright burst of yellow
flowers makes it very easy to identify. This was known as Parvisedum pumilum
in the previous 1993 Jepson Manual.
Hopefully I have created enough curiosity through these pictures so that you
will be motivated to get out and explore the great variety of wildflowers in our
area on your own. I encourage you to join us on a field trip of your choice to
explore these and other flowers in their native habitats.

--Bob Brown

miles and then turning around. Meet at 9:00 am at the back of the parking lot
between the Sonora McDonalds and the new Kohl’s, on Mono Way, in the Junction
Shopping Center, in East Sonora. For more information, contact Pat at
209-984-0304, patmstone@gmail.com.
May 26 – Westside Trails. Leader: Bob Brown. Hiking level: easy. This is part
of the old Westside Railroad grade just outside of Tuolumne. We’ll walk on a
gentle grade for two miles before turning around. With luck the bush lupines will
be in bloom with their delightful fragrance. Meet at 9:00 am in the parking lot of
Tuolumne market just off of Tuolumne road about 7 miles from the Junction
Shopping Center, in East Sonora. For more information contact Bob at
209-928-9281 or rbrown4674@aol.com.

BOARD SUMMER HIATUS
Please remember that after our May meeting we will be having our
summer hiatus with no meetings in June, July and August. This doesn’t
mean that we don’t have any summer activities that should be of interest
to you.
We have a great selection of fieldtrips throughout the summer that I
would encourage everyone to participate in.
Any questions regarding future fieldtrips/events, call Bob Brown, tel.
928-9281.
The Shooting Star Newsletter will still be distributed to all members.
See you at September’s monthly meeting. Have a great summer!
Bob Brown, President

Forest Service Hosts
Lichen Walk May 5th
Martin Hutten, a botanist and
lichenologist for Yosemite National Park
will lead an informative lichen walk on
May 5th, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. along the
South Fork of the Tuolumne River at
Carlon Day Use area on Evergreen Road,
one mile north of Highway 120.
During the lichen walk you can learn
to recognize some common lichen species,
lichen biology, their ecological roles,
lichen diversity and Yosemite's recent
lichen inventory project. We will also
discuss threats to lichen community
composition from atmospheric nitrogen
deposition, climate change, and forest &
fuels management. We will look at the
distribution of a presumed relictual lichen
species at Carlon. We’ll visit a regionally
uncommon and unusual aquatic lichen
species: Peltigera gowardii.
Bring a lunch and wear good hiking
shoes or boots for a full day of walking.
For more information, contact Jennie
Haas at 209-962-7825 ext. 540

Energy Wise Landscape Design
by Sue Reed - a book review
If you, or someone you know is developing or redeveloping their garden this
is the book for them. It seems amazing that
so many gardens seem to have been
planted with no thought to providing shade
and wind protection to the home.
Chapter 7 is entitled "Creating Healthy
Working Ecosystems" and has much good
information about plants. Here the use of
regionally native plants is advocated
and their support of native insects is
explained. Matching plants to the soil
conditions, water conditions and the pH of
the soil is also explained.
Chapter 8 covers "Reducing (or
Eliminating) lawn" which is also worth
considering in our area where water is often
in short supply or expensive.
Chapter 15 covers "Building Structures in
the Landscape. Wood treatment, use of recycled materials and much more is
discussed.
Chapter 19 is an excellent discussion of "Fitting the Landscape to the
Land". This is an important consideration in the hills where all too often the
cut and fill method predominates.
The author, Sue Reed, knows what she is writing about. If you follow the
suggestions in this new (2010) book carefully you will add to the beauty of
your home and save money and energy. We can all lower our fuel and energy
use and at the same time add to the beauty of our homes. About $30 from
New Society Publishers. www.newsociety.com .
--Reviewed by Steve Stocking,, Education Chair

SIERRA ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY
ANNUAL SPRING TOUR AND PLANT SALE
SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2012, 10 TO 3
FREE TO ALL

OPEN GARDENS:
REBECCA LANCE AND STEVE BICKFORD
17993 OLD WARDS FERRY RD, SONORA
Bolander’s mule’s ears, at

Hunter Valley Mountain Access Road.
Photo: J. Haas

NANCY AND WALLY PIEKARCZYK
14561 TWIST ROAD, JAMESTOWN
VAL AND JACK MYRICK
20475 W. WALNUT, SONORA.
For more info: call 533-3193, or 5333734
Detailed garden directions at www.sierrarockgarden.org
Click on Events link.

Editor’s Note
The deadline for contributions or corrections
is the 10th of each month prior to
publishing. Contact : Tel. 588-0484 or
E-mail: conny@simonis.org
--Conny Simonis, Editor
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Chapter Officers and Chairpersons
All phone numbers are 209 area code unless otherwise specified.
PRESIDENT
VP AMADOR CO.

Bob Brown

928-9281

rbrown4674@aol.com

OPEN
Robert & Judy Dean 754-5887

goldrushdean@yahoo.com

VP MARIPOSA CO.

Ann Mendershausen 742-7734

ralphr@sti.net

VP TUOLUMNE CO.

Pat Gogas

586-9043

pfgogas@yahoo.com

SECRETARY

Stephanie Garcia

586-3593

sjgarcia@mlode.com

TREASURER

Patti Hohne

352-4312

phohne@gmail.com

CONSERVATION CHAIR Pat Stone

984-0304

patmstone@gmail.com

EDUCATION CHAIR

754-9029

snlsox@earthlink.net

FIELD TRIP COORDINATOR Jennie Haas

962-4759

jhaas953@gmail.com

GROWING AREA MGR.

Stephanie Garcia

586-3593

sjgarcia@mlode.com

HOSPITALITY COORD.

Winifred Stone

INVASIVE EXOTICS

OPEN

SALES COORD.

Pat Reh

536-0871

MEMBERSHIP COORD.

Jennie Haas

962-4759

jhaas953@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Conny Simonis

588-0484

conny@simonis.org

PLANT SALES CHAIR

Stefani Reichle

533-3181

carpecircus@gmail.com

VP CALAVERAS CO.

Steve Stocking

PLANT SALES Vol.COORD. Barbara
Barbara
Strother
Strother481-2326

Bjss37@msn.com

PROGRAM COMM. CHAIR Bob Brown

928-9281

rbrown4674@aol.com

PUBLICITY COORD.

588-0484

conny@simonis.org

Conny Simonis

JOIN NOW
PLEASE INCLUDE ME AS A CNPS MEMBER!

Student/Retired/Limited income $25
Individual .................................... $45
Family or Group .......................... $75
Library.......................................... $75
Plant Lover ................................ $100
Patron..........................................$300
Benefactor ................................ $600
Mariposa Lily.......................... $1,500
As always, donations above the membership level
chosen will be greatly appreciated.
Name _______________________________
Address______________________________
City ___________ State ______Zip___________
Telephone__________E-mail____________________
(Dues and gifts to CNPS are tax deductible)
□ I Wish to affiliate with the Sierra Foothills Chapter.
Please make your check payable to “CNPS” and send
it to: 2707 “K” street, Suite 1, Sacramento, CA 95816
Tel. (916) 447-2677 – Fax (916) 447-2727.
Membership includes the journal Fremontia,
CNPS Bulletin and the Sierra Foothills
monthly newsletter The Shooting Star.
http://www.sierrafoothillscnps.org, www.cnps.org,
www.Twitter.com/SIE_CNPS,http://facebook.dj/

www.sierrafoothillscnps.org, www.cnps.org,www.Twitter.com/SIE_CNPS,http://facebook.dj/sierrafoothillscnps/

